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President Trump pauses as he is asked a question by a reporter in the Roosevelt Room of the White House on Tuesday. The 
president said that if a government shutdown happens, it will be because of the Democrats in Congress. 


GOP moves bill ahead: 


shutdown still a threat 


Fate of legislation unclear with several Republicans on 
fence; Democrats back out of White House meeting 


By Alan Fram and Andrew Taylor 
The Associated Press 


WASHINGTON » Republicans held to- 
gether and shoved their signature tax 
overhaul a crucial step ahead Tuesday 
as wavering GOP senators showed a 
growing openness. But its fate remained 
uncertain, and a planned White House 
summit aimed at averting a government 
shutdown was derailed when President 
Donald Trump savaged top Democrats 
and declared on Twitter, “I don’t see a 
deal!” 

“Tt’s time to stop tweeting and start 
leading,” Senate Minority Leader Chuck 
Schumer retorted after he and House 
Minority Leader Nancy Pelosi rebuffed 
the budget meeting with Trump and top 
Republicans. 

Trump lunched with GOP senators 
at the Capitol and declared it a “love 
fest,” as he had his previous closed- 
doors visit. But the day underscored 
the party’s yearlong problem of uni- 
fying behind key legislation — even a 
bill slashing corporate taxes and cut- 
ting personal taxes that is a paramount 
party goal. 

Tuesday’s developments also empha- 
sized the leverage Democrats have as 
Congress faces a deadline a week from 
Friday for passing legislation to keep 
federal agencies open while leaders seek 
a longer-term budget deal. Republicans 
lack the votes to pass the short-term leg- 
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Senate Budget Committee members Sen. Bob Corker, center, Sen. Sheldon 
Whitehouse, right, and Sen. Mark Warner talk before a committee hearing. 


islation without Democratic support. 
In a party-line 12-11 vote, the Sen- 
ate Budget Committee managed to ad- 
vance the tax measure to the full Sen- 
ate as a pair of wavering Republicans 
— Wisconsin’s Ron Johnson and Ten- 
nessee’s Bob Corker — fell into line, 
at least for the moment. In more good 
news for the GOP, moderate Sen. Susan 
Collins of Maine said it was a “fair as- 
sumption” that she was likelier to sup- 
port the bill after saying Trump agreed 
to make property taxes up to $10,000 


deductible instead of eliminating that 
break entirely. 

But the fate of the legislation re- 
mained uncertain as it headed toward 
debate by the full Senate, which Re- 
publicans control by a slender 52-48. 
GOP leaders can afford just two defec- 
tors, and a half dozen or more in their 
party have been uncommitted. They in- 
clude some wanting bigger tax breaks 
for many businesses but others cringing 
over the $1.4 trillion — or more — that 

TAXES » PAGE 4 


ICBM launch 


ends testing 
hiatus, stirs 

international 
tension anew 


What could be Pyongyang’s 
longest-range exercise goes 
about 620 miles, Japan says 


By Matthew Pennington 
and Tong-Hyung Kim 


The Associated Press 


WASHINGTON » North Korea abruptly ended 
a 10-week pause in its weapons testing Tues- 
day by launching what the Pentagon said was 
an intercontinental ballistic missile — ap- 
parently its longest-range test yet — a move 
that will escalate already high tensions with 
Washington. 

Pentagon spokesman Col. Rob Manning 
said the missile was launched from Sain Ni, 
North Korea, and traveled about 620 miles 
before landing in the Sea of Japan within 
3,200 nautical miles of Japan’s coast. It flew 
for 53 minutes, Japan’s defense minister said. 

South Korea, a key U.S. ally separated 
from the North by a highly militarized bor- 
der, responded with shorter-range missile 
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Suit aims to 
rescind Cadiz 
project's OK 
Taking 16 billion gallons of 


water annually will destroy 
desert wildlife, plaintiffs argue 


By Jim Steinberg 
jsteinberg@scng.com 
@JamesDSteinberg on Twitter 


LOS ANGELES » Three conservation and 
health safety groups Tuesday filed a federal 
lawsuit challenging the federal government’s 
approval of a project that would transfer 16 
billion gallons of water annually from a re- 
mote part of San Bernardino County’s Mo- 
jave Desert to developments in south Orange 
County and other locations. 

“The Cadiz project will suck the desert 
dry while developers count their money,” 
said Ileene Anderson, a senior scientist with 
the Center for Biological Diversity, one of the 
three plaintiffs. “Pumping ancient ground- 
water from the Mojave Desert to water sub- 
urban lawns in Orange County will devas- 
tate wildlife and the entire ecosystem rely- 
ing on that water for survival.” 

Cadiz officials said the water withdrawn 
by the project equals the amount that would 
have been lost anyway through evaporation 
as some of the groundwater seeps to the sur- 
face. 
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Rap and R&B rule the Grammy nominations 


Dae a Jay-Z leads with 8, followed by the ubiquitous Kendrick Lamar 
nouneer Vin with 7 and Bruno Mars with 6, but in the top three categories 
Cully Turns 


90 today and (for “Humble” and “Damn” respectively). He 


will mark the Sta report also received nods in five rap categories and 
date quietly Jay-Z, Kendrick Lamar and Bruno Mars will square off against Jay-Z in four of them. 
— aside from dominated the musical landscape in 2017 — 

helping dedi- and that continued through Tuesday’s an- Bruno Mars placed third in this horse 
cate a Jackie nouncement of the Grammy Awards nomina- 6 race, but he’s up for the top three cat- 
Robinson tions. egories (album, record, song) and is 
statue at the The nominees for album of the year make likely to take three trophies home in the R&B 
Rose Bowl. courtesy or | it likely that either a hip-hop or R&B collec- categories. 

NEWS 7 THE DODGERS tion will win — something that hasn’t hap- 


pened since Outkast’s “Speakerboxxx/The 

Love Below” took the prize in 2004. The 

Grammys will be awarded Jan. 28 at Madi- 

son Square Garden in New York. ist. 
Here are the nominees by the numbers: 


SZA all tied with five, the latter two 


5 Childish Gambino, No I.D., Khalid and 
getting nominations for best new art- 
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Awards, but her single “Look What You 

Made Me Do” (the only music she re- 
leased during the eligibility period that 
ended Sept. 30) was passed over. However, 
she did pick up a nomination for writing Lit- 


Mountains: 


l Taylor Swift already has won 10 Grammy 
59/40 


21 at the Forum in Inglewood and is 

on track to be the most lucrative solo 
trek ever, led the way with eight nominations, 
including album of the year for “4:44,” song 


8g Jay-Z, whose 4:44 Tour wraps up Dec. 
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Lottery we. A2 Comics isis of the year for the title track and record of tle Big Town’s “Better Man,” a nominee for 
Business......... A8 Puzzles.. the year for “The Story of O.J.” He scored five best country song. i 
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Jay-Z performs Oct. 13 at the Austin City 
Limits Music Festival in Austin, Texas. 
The rapper was nominated for eight 
Grammys on Tuesday. 
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nee, received no love for her June re- 
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O Katy Perry, a 13-time Grammy nomi- 


Compton native Kendrick Lamar, who 
} played everywhere from Coachella to 


| Angel Stadium this year, picked up 
4 nominations for record and album of the year 


INSIDE: See more Grammys, NEWS 2 


